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Synopsis

#1 best-selling guide to India * Lonely Planet India is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date
advice on what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Admire the perfect
symmetry of the Taj Mahal, ride a camel through the moonlit desert or cruise the lush backwaters of
Kerala; all with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of India and begin your journey now!
Inside Lonely Planet’s India Travel Guide: Colour maps and images throughout Highlights and
itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests Insider tips to save time and
money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Essential info at your
fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips, prices Honest reviews for all
budgets - eating, sleeping, sight-seeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks
miss Cultural insights give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience - temples, cuisine,
history, art, Hinduism, architecture, politics, landscapes, wildlife, customs, volunteering, yoga,
ashrams, trekking Over 199 colour maps Covers Delhi’'s bazaars, the Taj Mahal, Rajasthan’s forts
and deserts, Goa’s beaches, Kerala’s backwaters, Mumbai’s colonial-era buildings, Darjeeling’s tea
plantations, Khajuraho’s ancient temples, Himalayan monasteries and more The Perfect Choice:
Lonely Planet India, our most comprehensive guide to India, is perfect for both exploring top sights
and taking roads less travelled. Looking for just the highlights of India? Check out Discover India, a
photo-rich guide to India’s most popular attractions. Looking for a guide focused on Delhi, Agra,
Rajasthan, Goa, Mumbai, South India or Kerala? Check out Lonely Planet’s South India & Kerala
guide, Rajasthan, Delhi & Agra guide, or Goa & Mumbai guide for a comprehensive look at all that
these regions have to offer. Authors: Written and researched by Lonely Planet. About Lonely Planet:
Since 1973, Lonely Planet has become the world’s leading travel media company with guidebooks
to every destination, an award-winning website, mobile and digital travel products, and a dedicated
traveller community. Lonely Planet covers must-see spots but also enables curious travellers to get
off beaten paths to understand more of the culture of the places in which they find themselves.
*Best-selling guide to India. Source: Nielsen Bookscan, Australia, UK and USA, December

2013-November 2014
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Customer Reviews

Let’s think about this for a moment. One out of every five people in the world comes from India.
There are 13 major languages written in 4 major scripts. The geography includes the world’s tallest
mountains, deserts, tropical rain forest, rivers, lakes and beaches. Every major religion in the world
is represented. Politics stretch from communist West Bengal to staunchly conservative Gujarat.
There are at least 4 major, distinct types of cuisine. Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta are all among the
largest cities on earth, but India is still 80 percent rural. To call this country "epic" is almost silly. To
really grasp the reality, it's helpful to think of India as a confederation of affiliated independent
countries.Now, the book. One volume that attempts to cover this vastness is, by definition,
summary. There’s simply no other way to do it. That means that only the highlights are covered in
certain areas. But the thing that makes this a really good book is that the writers have sought the
special places, the secrets, that can make a trip to India both authentic and rewarding. Without
question, India can be an exercise in frustration. It can assault the senses and sensibilities with
harsh reality. A book like this serves as a great primer for your impending experience.This book is
not so much designed for trekking as it is for urban exploration. It's the kind of guide that helps you
plan a trip rather than to guide you once you’re knee deep in the muck. It includes nice, concise
summaries of each location, followed by rich directories of listings. All this is framed by
recommended itineraries, and social and historical contexts to give your travel an anchor in the
larger world. This is all standard Lonely Planet material.So there’s really nothing new as far as
layout or organization of the book, but the listings are right up to date, the recommendations are
spot on, and the descriptions of some places have been changed to reflect reality. | noticed, in
particular, that the tone of the writing gives more attention to the state of Gujarat, for example, when
that state had been essentially dismissed as an afterthought in previous editions.This is your

comprehensive, up-to-date guide to India.



| bought my first Lonely Planet book in 2003 for a 3 week trip to Europe. My friends and | made our
way through the U.K., France and Nice totally winging it with our LP guide. It was an incredible and
invaluable resource! Fast forward to the internet days and you’d think these books would be
somewhat obsolete... BUT, after scouring the net endlessly for an upcoming trip to India, there just
isn’'t a better resource for "all things (insert country)". The India book in particular is 1,000 pages and
every single page is informative, useful, and just packed with updated and crucial information. An

absolute MUST for any traveler looking to truly explore a destination!!

haven’t gone to india yet. but beware this thing is large. like a small phonebook. so if space is an
issue, as it is with me, keep this in mind. i have used lonely planet guides for other trips and found

them fine. will need to follow up on this after i return from trip.

I'm traveling in India using this right now. It's a little bulky to travel with but it's a must have! Makes

the trip so much better!

well ..of course it is good it is afterall the Lonely Planet..but the book is too large for travelling ...so

this is a problem!!

Bought it for my wife who is an avid India traveler. She loves it! We used it extensively on our recent

trip to South India.

This book is a MUST for traveling to India. The maps and restaurant reviews were great. The

common phrase section was very helpful.

As expected. Have not used yet, but Lonely Planet guidebooks have always been helpful.l am used
to them.
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